The Indentured Intern:
An IDP State Coordinator Continues
to Find His Roots in Architecture

by Gary E. Demele, AIA

| have been at it for years—trying to piece
together the story of my grandfather, Guy
Wilfred Hayler, who left the family in England
and came to this country to pursue his
dreams in city planning. Or was it architec-
ture? That's the current family debate as | sift
through the documents left behind. In addi-
tion to drawings, project reports, and letters, |
recently found his Letter of Indenture
(reprinted on page 19).

As a State Coordinator involved with IDP, |
was fascinated with the way this letter mirrors
the conditions we still practice under today. It
is quite remarkable in its clarity of the require-
ments demanded of the architect and his
apprentice in late 19th century England. Like
current intern requirements, the apprentice-
ship had a four-year duration and health care
was important enough to be spelled out in
the contract.

From relatives in England | have learned that
my grandfather’s educational background

and indenture were firmly rooted in architec-
ture. | also learned from my mother that he
had a passion for city planning. One letter
describes how deeply influenced he was as a
young man by Daniel Burnham’s “majestic
plan” for Chicago and Sir Ebenezer Howard’s
Garden City. He certainly dreamed of coming
to America.

Over the years, | have continued to track my
grandfather’'s path learning that he left
England for Canada in 1911. He continued
his professional work in architecture by
designing the chateaus on the new Canadian
Pacific rail line. The Chateau at Lake Louise
was among this work.

In 1913, he immigrated to the United States
and settled in Chicago to begin his long
career as land planner, surveyor, and munici-
pal engineer. The list of projects he worked on
is vast and varied.
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Two such projects mentioned as career high-
lights were working in Chicago as a design
engineer on Burnham’s famous Park and
Boulevard system and as a planning consult-
ant for the design of the Golden Gate Bridge in
San Francisco. | just recently discovered that
he was commissioned in 1915 to survey sec-
tions of land in the cities of Minneapolis and
St. Paul Minnesota.

There are still many of his papers to review
and | wonder what other connections to my
personal and professional life | will find in
there. As to the debate about where his true
professional soul lay, the jury is still out.

Gary E. Demele, AlA, is the AIA State IDP
Coordinator in Minnesota and a practicing
Architect at WCL Associates, Inc., in
Minneapolis with specialties in educational
and religious facilities design. DC
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