NCARE NCARB | Education Guidelines March 2012




CONTENTS

EDUCATION
OVERVIEW

|
SATISFYING
THE EDUCATION
REQUIREMENT

]
BEA

|
FOREIGN-
EDUCATED
APPLICANTS

]
EESA

|
THE NCARB
EDUCATION
STANDARD

RESOURCES

Education Guidelines

March 2012
© 2012 National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB)

This document provides a general overview of the education requirement for
NCARB certification, and explains how architects who do not hold a professional

degree in architecture from a program accredited by the National Architectural
Accrediting Board (NAAB) can satisfy this requirement.

This document, effective March 2012, supersedes all previous editions of the

NCARB Education Standard and the publications Circular of Information No. 3,
Education Evaluation Criteria, and Education Evaluation Services for Architects. Please
check NCARB's website, www.ncarb.org, regularly for updates to this publication and
for the most current information regarding the NCARB Education Standard and the
education requirement for NCARB certification.
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THE NCARB CERTIFICATE

An NCARB Certificate provides verification
that you have met the national professional
standards established by NCARB's Member
Boards responsible for protecting the health,
safety, and welfare of the public. It also facili-
tates reciprocal registration in U.S. and
Canadian jurisdictions outside of where you
are initially registered.

To obtain an NCARB Certificate, you must

be of good character and satisfy the educa-
tion, experience, examination, and registration
requirements.

Education Requirement
The education requirement is a professional de-
gree in architecture from a program accredited
by NAAB or CACB, or a professional degree
in architecture, certified by the CACB, from a
Canadian university. There are two alternative
ways to satisfy the education requirement for
NCARB certification:
> Satisfy the requirements as specified in
the Broadly Experienced Architect
(BEA) Program; or
> Hold a degree in the field of architecture
granted by an academic institution outside
the United States or Canada, and obtain an
EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation report
stating that you have satisfied the NCARB
Education Standard.

About NCARB

The National Council of Architectural Reg-
istration Boards, a nonprofit organization, is
the federation of the architectural licensing
boards in each of the 50 states, the District
of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands. These 54 boards consti-
tute NCARB’s membership.

NCARB’s mission is to protect the health,
safety, and welfare of the public through
effective regulation and exemplary service.
NCARB is responsible for establishing, inter-
preting, and enforcing national standards for
architectural licensure. The U.S. Constitution
has established that the individual states

have the actual power to regulate the profes-

sion of architecture, including the registra-
tion of practitioners. Each of NCARB's 54
Member Boards has instituted a set of reg-
istration requirements that, when satisfied,
results in the granting of a license to practice
architecture within its jurisdiction.

As part of its service to Member Boards and
architects, NCARB verifies and maintains a
record of an applicant’s education, experi-
ence, examinations, and registrations. This
information, when compiled, becomes an
NCARB Record. If an applicant meets the
NCARB requirements for character, educa-
tion, training, examination, and registration
by a Member Board, an NCARB Certificate

is granted if requested.

About NAAB

The National Architectural Accrediting
Board (NAAB) establishes the criteria by
which professional degree programs in
architecture in the United States are evalu-
ated, and accredits programs that meet
those standards. NAAB also administers the
Education Evaluation Services for Architects
(EESA) program on NCARB's behalf. NAAB
and NCARB are collateral organizations;
however, NAAB is an independent organiza-
tion and is not affiliated with any architec-
tural registration board.

Since most state registration boards in the
United States require applicants for reg-
istration to have graduated from a NAAB-
accredited or CACB/CCCA-accredited
program, obtaining such a degree is an
essential aspect of preparing to become an
architect. While graduation from a NAAB-
accredited or CACB/CCCA-accredited
program does not assure registration, the
accrediting process is intended to verify that
each accredited program substantially meets
those standards that, as a whole, comprise
an appropriate education for an architect.

About CACB/CCCA

Canadian Architectural Certification
Board/Conseil canadien de certification
en architecture (CACB/CCCA) establishes
the criteria by which professional degree
programs in architecture in Canada are
evaluated, and accredits programs that
meet those standards.



https://my.ncarb.org/Login/
http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-License/Registration-Board-Requirements.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-License/Registration-Board-Requirements.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/BEA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEA
http://www.naab.org/
http://www.naab.org/
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
http://www.cacb-ccca.ca
http://www.cacb-ccca.ca
http://www.cacb-ccca.ca
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Experience Requirement
> Complete the Intern Development Program
(IDP) as specified in the IDP Guidelines; or
> Satisfy the alternate requirements as specified
in the Handbook for Interns and Architects.

Examination Requirement
> Pass all divisions of the Architect Registra-
tion Examination® (ARE®); or
> Pass the licensing exam that was in effect at
the time you earned your initial license to
practice architecture, as described in the
Handbook for Interns and Architects.

Registration Requirement
> Hold a current registration to practice ar-

chitecture issued by an NCARB Member

Board or Canadian provincial association.

THE NCARB EDUCATION
REQUIREMENT

The NCARB Education Requirement is one

of the requirements you must satisfy to obtain
an NCARB Certificate. This requirement is a
professional degree in architecture from a
program accredited by NAAB or CACB no
later than two years after your graduation, or
a professional degree in architecture, certified

by the CACB, from a Canadian University.

There are two alternative ways to satisfy this
requirement. If you hold registration as an
architect in a U.S. jurisdiction and satisfy eligi-

bility requirements, you may be able to satisfy
the NCARB Education Requirement through
NCARB's Broadly Experienced Architect Pro-
gram. If you have a professional degree in archi-
tecture from a foreign country, you maybe able
to satisfy the NCARB education requirement
by having your education evaluated through
the Education Evaluation Services for Archi-

tects (EESA), which is administered by NAAB.

THE NCARB EDUCATION
STANDARD

The NCARB Education Standard is an
approximation of the requirements of a
professional degree from a NAAB-accredited
degree program. It includes general studies,
professional studies, and electives, which to-
gether comprise a liberal education in archi-
tecture. A detailed description of the subject
areas and the number of semester credit hours
required in each subject area are available in

the NCARB Education Standard.

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
IN EACH JURISDICTION

Each NCARB Member Board sets its

own education, experience, and examination
requirements for initial and reciprocal
registration in its jurisdiction. Most Member
Boards require a professional degree in ar-
chitecture from a NAAB- or CACB/CCCA-
accredited program. You can get an overview
of each jurisdiction’s registration requirements

on NCARB's website. However, registration
requirements including reciprocal registration
requirements may change. It is always advis-
able to check with the individual board to verify
registration and practice requirements.

How will the NCARB Certificate

help my career?

An NCARB Certificate means you have
met the national professional standards
established by the Member Boards re-
sponsible for protecting the health, safety,
and welfare of the public. The Certificate
also facilitates reciprocal registration

in other jurisdictions. This will give you
greater mobility to seek work wherever
you like. Even if your work interests center
solely on projects within the jurisdiction
where you are registered, your NCARB
Certificate will give you a competitive
edge—you'll be prepared to meet all your
current clients’ needs if they decide to
move or expand across state lines.

In addition, many architectural firms
consider certification an important factor
in hiring and promotion because they
know that an architect with an NCARB
Certificate provides the firm with greater
flexibility when pursuing opportunities
outside their jurisdiction.


http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Intern-Development-Program-Overview.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Intern-Development-Program-Overview.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/~/media/Files/PDF/Guidelines/IDP_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/ARE.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/bea
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-License/Registration-Board-Requirements.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org
http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-License/Registration-Board-Requirements.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/ARE.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/bea
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You have satisfied the education requirement
for NCARB certification if you hold a profes-
sional degree in architecture from a program
accredited by NAAB or CACB/CCCA no later
than two years after graduation, or if you hold a
professional degree in architecture, certified by

the CACB/CCCA, from a Canadian university.

A professional degree may be a Bachelor
of Architecture, a Master of Architecture,
or a Doctor of Architecture. For a list of

accredited programs go to www.naab.org/

architecture programs/.

Pre-professional degrees in architectural
studies, non-NAAB-accredited post-profes-
sional Master of Architecture degrees, and
post-professional degrees in related fields
do not satisfy the education requirement for

NCARB certification.

A professional degree in architecture from

a NAAB- or CACB/CCCA-accredited
program satisfies the education requirement
for initial and reciprocal registration in most
U.S. and Canadian jurisdictions.

ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO SATISFY
THE NCARB EDUCATION REQUIRE-
MENT FOR CERTIFICATION

If you do not have a professional degree in
architecture from a NAAB- or CACB/CCCA-
accredited program, there are two alternative
ways to satisfy the education requirement for

NCARRB certification.

The Broadly Experienced

Architect Program

If you hold a current registration to

practice architecture issued by an NCARB
Member Board and meet specific eligibility
requirements, you may be able to satisfy the
NCARB education requirement for certifica-
tion through the Broadly Experienced Archi-
tect (BEA) Program.

Foreign-Educated Applicants

If you have a professional degree in architec-
ture from a country other than the United
States or Canada and your degree meets
the requirements for licensure in that coun-
try, you must have your education evaluated
through the Education Evaluation Services
for Architects (EESA). If your EESA-NCARB

Education Evaluation report indicates that

your education meets the NCARB Education

Standard, you will have satisfied the NCARB

education requirement for certification. If your
EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation report
determines that your education does not meet
the NCARB Education Standard, you will be
required to fulfill the deficiencies stated in
your evaluation in order to satisfy the NCARB
education requirement for certification.

If you are a foreign-educated archi-
tect licensed in a country other than
the United States or Canada, you
may qualify for NCARB certification
through the Broadly Experienced
Foreign Architect (BEFA) Program.
Visit our website for more informa-

tion about the BEFA Program.


http://www.ncarb.org/bea
http://www.ncarb.org/bea
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.cacb-ccca.ca
http://www.naab.org/
http://www.naab.org/architecture_programs/
http://www.naab.org/architecture_programs/
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BEA ELIGIBILITY
To be eligible for the BEA Program, you must
hold a current registration from a U.S. jurisdic-
tion and have comprehensive architectural
experience as a registered architect over a
prescribed number of years:
> Six years if you hold a pre-professional
degree in architecture awarded by a U.S.
regionally accredited institution or the
Canadian equivalent; or
> Eight years if you hold any other bacca-
laureate or higher degree; or
> 10 years if you do not hold a post-second-
ary baccalaureate or higher degree.

STEPS TO CERTIFICATION FOR
BEA APPLICANTS

If you do not hold a professional degree in
architecture from a NAAB-accredited program
and satisfy the education requirement for
NCARB certification, you may be able to meet
the requirements of the NCARB Education
Standard through the BEA Program.

The time required to complete the BEA
Program varies. Many applicants complete
the program in approximately six to nine
months. You should expect the compilation
of your NCARB Record to take three to

six months. If you require an EESA-NCARB
Education Evaluation, you must first establish
and compile an NCARB Record (see page 18).

STEP 1:

START AN NCARB RECORD

Go to www.ncarb.org and click “Create
New Account.” Skip to the new account
information and enter the required fields.
Verify your account.

Once you are logged into “My NCARB"
add the NCARB Record service. Fill out all
of the required information, including the
payment method.

If you are interrupted or need additional
information to complete the application, you
can save the information and return later to
complete the process.

Once you click “Submit,” you will receive two
e-mails. The first e-mail will confirm acceptance
of your payment. The second e-mail will assign

your NCARB Record number and provide

further instructions.

In order to establish an NCARB Record, you
must complete the application and submit
payment. You will not receive your NCARB
Record number until you have completed the
application including payment.

If you already have an NCARB Record,
please check your status by accessing your
Record online at https://my.ncarb.org/login.
If you need assistance, you may contact

NCARB Customer Service via e-mail at
customerservice@ncarb.org or by telephone
at 202/879-0520, Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Eastern Time. Letters
may be addressed to NCARB Customer
Service at 1801 K Street, NW, Suite 700K,
Washington, DC 20006.

Fees for the Broadly
Experienced Architect Program

New Certificate Application Fee: $1,500
Education Dossier Review: $5,000

EESA Evaluation:

This fee is charged by and paid directly to
NAAB. Please visit the EESA website for

more information.

Fees subject to change, please confirm
current fees at www.ncarb.org/BEA/Fees.

Please note that fees, submission deadlines,
review schedules, and BEA Education Dos-
sier content and format requirements are
subject to change. Please confirm current
fees on our website at http://www.ncarb.

org/BEA/Fees. Applicants are required to

meet the current requirements including

fees at the time of dossier submission.


http://www.ncarb.org/BEA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEA
http://www.ncarb.org
mailto:customerservice%40ncarb.org?subject=
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
http://www.ncarb.org/BEA/Fees
http://www.ncarb.org/BEA/Fees
http://www.ncarb.org/BEA/Fees
https://my.ncarb.org/Login/
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» Request Transcripts

Download and mail the transcript request
form and any fee to your school(s). The
school must return your transcript directly to

NCARB. NCARB will only accept an official
transcript submitted by the school.

Document Your Experience
Document your experience to satisfy

the Intern Development Program (IDP)
requirement or alternative requirements as
specified in the Handbook for Interns and
Architects using the electronic Experience
Verification Reporting (e-EVR) system. The

architect who supervised you at the time
you completed the experience must ap-
prove your experience reports. Supervisors
are strongly encouraged to approve reports
electronically as it is the most efficient way
to submit information to NCARB. You may
also satisfy the training requirement by fulfill-
ing one of the alternatives to the IDP training
requirement specified in the Handbook for
Interns and Architects. Please note that for-
mal completion of the IDP is the nationally
recognized standard for satisfaction of the
training requirement. Using an alternative
method to satisfy the training requirement
may not be accepted for reciprocal registra-
tion by all Member Boards.

» Verify Your examination and

Registration History

NCARB must receive a Certification of
Registration and Examination History report
from the registration board where your
exam history is held, as well as from all state
and provincial boards where you hold an
active registration. This report verifies that
you have met the NCARB examination and
registration requirements for certification.
NCARB will send a form requesting the
report directly to the registration board
unless the registration board requires a fee
to complete the report. If a fee is required,
we will send the report request form to you
so that you can send it to the board with the
required fee.

If you are a U.S. or Canadian

registered architect documenting

your experience to satisfy the IDP
experience requirement for NCARB
certification, the Six-Month Rule does
not apply to you. This rule is only ap-
plicable to interns documenting their
experience to fulfill the IDP experience
requirement for initial registration in
the United States.

What's the difference between
the BEA Program and the

Broadly Experienced Foreign
Architect (BEFA) Program?

The BEA Program provides a way
for architects who do not hold a
professional degree in architecture
from a NAAB- or CACB/CCCA-
accredited program to fulfill the
NCARB education requirement

for certification by demonstrating
learning through experience as a
registered architect. The BEFA
Program provides a way for archi-
tects registered in countries other
than the United States and Canada
to receive NCARB certification by
demonstrating seven years of com-
prehensive, unlimited practice in
the country in which they hold reg-
istration. Visit our website for more
information about the BEA Program

and BEFA Program.


http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Intern-Development-Program-Overview.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Maintaining-Participation/e-EVR.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Maintaining-Participation/e-EVR.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Maintaining-Participation/Six-Month-Rule.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/bea
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org/bea
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
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STEP 2:
DETERMINE BEA ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for the BEA Program, you
must hold current registration from a U.S.
jurisdiction and have completed comprehen-
sive experience as a registered architect
over a prescribed number of years:
> Six years if you hold a pre-professional
degree in architecture awarded by a
U.S. regionally accredited institution or
the Canadian equivalent, or
> Eight years if you hold any other bacca-
laureate or higher degree, or
> Ten years if you do not hold a post-sec-
ondary baccalaureate or higher degree.

STEP 3:
OBTAIN AN EESA/NCARB
EDUCATION EVALUATION

If you have 64 semester credit hours (or 96
quarter credit hours) or more of post-second-
ary education, you will need an EESA-NCARB
Education Evaluation. If your education does
not meet the NCARB Education Standard,
then the EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation
report will indicate specific areas in which your
education is deficient.

If you have fewer than 64 semester credit
hours (or 96 quarter credit hours) of post-
secondary education, you do not need an

EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation.

An education dossier is distinct from

a professional portfolio of work in that
it is demonstration of learning through
experience rather than documentation
of professional qualifications.

STEP 4:
SATISFY EDUCATION
DEFICIENCIES

The BEA Program allows architects who meet
BEA Program eligibility requirements to meet
the requirements of the NCARB Education
Standard through education and/or compre-
hensive architectural experience as an alterna-
tive to the education requirement for NCARB
certification, a professional degree.

» Additional Education
Applicants may also take additional courses
to satisfy education deficiencies (see page 18
for information on satisfying education defi-
ciencies through additional education).

» Prepare an Education Dossier
If your EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation
identified deficiencies, you must prepare
an education dossier to show how you
have gained learning through experience
as a registered architect in order to satisfy
your education deficiencies. If you were not
required to obtain an education evaluation,

you must prepare an education dossier

that demonstrates learning through experi-
ence as a registered architect in all subject
areas to meet the NCARB Education Stan-
dard. NCARB will send you a detailed de-
scription of the required format and instruc-
tions for submitting your education dossier
as soon as your EESA-NCARB Education
Evaluation is completed and your eligibility is
confirmed. If you are not required to obtain
an EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation,
NCARB will send you dossier information
once your eligibility for the BEA Program
has been confirmed.

You are not required to submit an education
dossier if your EESA-NCARB Education
Evaluation report:
> identified no deficiencies;
> identified only general education
deficiencies, and you hold a baccalau-
reate degree from a U.S. regionally
accredited institution of higher learning;
> identified deficiencies that you
subsequently satisfied through
additional education.

Submit Your Education Dossier

for Review

Submit your education dossier to NCARB.

If your dossier meets the format and submis-
sion requirements, it will be sent to the BEA
Committee for review. Submission dates for
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dossiers can be found at www.ncarb.org/
BEA/Dossier. If your dossier does not meet
format and submission requirements it will
be returned to you. If you decide to revise
and submit a new dossier, the format review
fee is applied.

The BEA Committee will determine if you
have adequately addressed your education
deficiencies by demonstrating the required
learning through experience as a registered
architect. The committee will also verify your
role and responsibility for all documentation
and information in your dossier. You do not
participate in the dossier review.

The dossier review results will be sent to
you within four weeks after review by
the committee.

If the BEA Committee determines that your
dossier demonstrates the required learning
through experience and your authorship and
responsibility is verified you will have satis-
fied the requirements of the BEA Program.

If the BEA Committee determines that your
dossier does not demonstrate the required
learning through experience, you may satisfy
your education deficiencies by submitting

a new dossier, by taking additional preap-
proved courses as described in the NCARB
Education Standard, or by acquiring addi-
tional experience as a registered architect
and reapplying for the BEA program.

STEP 5:

FINAL EVALUATION OF

YOUR NCARB RECORD AND
CERTIFICATION

After the BEA Committee has determined
that you have satisfactorily demonstrated
learning through experience by meeting
the requirements of the NCARB Education
Standard and the committee has verified
your authorship and responsibility for
projects and activities in the dossier, you
will be recommended for certification.
Your NCARB Record will go through a
final evaluation to ensure that all necessary
information has been provided and all
requirements have been met. If any informa-
tion is missing, you will need to send it to
NCARB before you are approved for an
NCARB Certificate. Once all the required
information has been received and verified,

your NCARB Certificate will be issued.

There are three to four dossier submission
dates each year, which correspond to the
BEA Committee meetings and determine
the potential dossier review schedule.
Current submission dates are available on
the NCARB website.

Results of your dossier review will be sent
to you by mail, with an electronic copy of
the letter sent via e-mail. No results will be
conveyed by phone.

Requirements for reciprocal registration
vary between jurisdictions and not all
jurisdictions accept an NCARB Certificate
issued through satisfaction of the educa-
tion requirement through the Broadly Ex-
perienced Architect Program. You should

confirm specific requirements for recipro-
cal licensure directly with the individual
registration board where you would like to
be registered.


http://www.ncarb.org/BEA/Dossier
http://www.ncarb.org/BEA/Dossier
https://my.ncarb.org/Login/
http://www.ncarb.org/bea
http://www.ncarb.org/bea
http://www.ncarb.org
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STEPS TO CERTIFICATION FOR
FOREIGN-EDUCATED APPLICANTS

This section outlines the steps you need

to take to fulfill the education requirement
for NCARB certification if you are a foreign-
educated applicant.

If you have a professional degree in
architecture from a country other than
the United States or Canada and are
licensed to practice architecture in

a foreign country, and have demon-
strated a minimum of seven years of
comprehensive, unlimited practice,
you may seek NCARB certification
through the Broadly Experienced
Foreign Architect (BEFA) Program.
Visit our website for more information
about the BEFA Program. Or, you

may seek NCARB certification through
the standard process by meeting the
education, experience, and examina-

tion requirements.

STEP 1:

START AN NCARB RECORD

Go to www.ncarb.org and click “Create new
account.” Create new account information,

and then add the “NCARB Record” service.
Fill out all of the requested information, includ-
ing the payment method. If you are interrupted
or need additional information to complete the
application, you can save the information and
return later to complete the process.

If you already have an NCARB Record, please
check your status by accessing your Record
online at https://my.ncarb.org/login.

If you need assistance, you may contact
NCARB Customer Service via e-mail at
customerservice@ncarb.org or by telephone at
202/879-0520, Monday through Friday,

8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Eastern Time. Letters
may be addressed to NCARB Customer
Service at 1801 K Street, NW, Suite 700K,
Washington, DC 20006.

Once you click on “Submit” you will receive
two e-mails. The first e-mail will confirm ac-
ceptance of your payment. The second e-mail
will give you your NCARB Record number,
and advise you what transcripts and employ-
ment verifications are required. The e-mail
will include links to the forms you will need to

download from the NCARB website.

If you have a degree in architecture from
a NAAB- or CACB/CCCA-accredited
program, you have satisfied the education
requirement for NCARB certification, and

do not need to have your foreign education
evaluated by EESA.

Fees For Foreign-Educated
Applicants for Certification

Certificate Application Fee: $1,500

EESA Evaluation:

This fee is charged by and paid
directly to NAAB. Please visit the
EESA website for more information.

Please note that fees are subject
to change. Please confirm current

fees on our website at http://www.

ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-license/

NCARB-fees.



http://www.ncarb.org
mailto:customerservice%40ncarb.org?subject=
http://www.ncarb.org
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
https://my.ncarb.org/Login/
http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-license/NCARB-fees
http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-license/NCARB-fees
http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-license/NCARB-fees
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STEP 2:

OBTAIN AN EESA-NCARB
EDUCATION EVALUATION

If you have a professional degree in architec-
ture from a country other than the United
States or Canada, and your degree meets the
requirements for licensure in that country, you
will need to obtain an EESA-NCARB Educa-

tion Evaluation to determine if you meet the

NCARB Education Standard.

If your EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation
report indicates that you have met the
NCARB Education Standard, you will have

satishied the alternative to the education
requirement for NCARB certification. If your
report identified deficiencies, you will need
to complete additional education to satisfy
the NCARB education requirement for
certification. The EESA website has instruc-
tions on how to satisfy the deficiencies identi-
fied in your EESA-NCARB Education Evalua-
tion report. For more information go to
www.eesa-naab.org/pages/deficiencies.aspx.

STEP 3:

DOCUMENT YOUR EXPERIENCE
Document your experience to satisfy the
Intern Development Program (IDP) require-
ment or alternative requirements as specified
in the Handbook for Interns and Architects
using the electronic Experience Verification
Reporting (e-EVR) system. The architect who
supervised you at the time you completed
the experience must approve your reports.
Supervisors are strongly encouraged to ap-
prove reports electronically as it is the most
efficient way to submit information to NCARB.
You may also satisfy the training requirement
by fulfilling one of the alternatives to the IDP
training requirement specified in the Hand-
book for Interns and Architects. Please note
that formal completion of the IDP is the nation-
ally recognized standard for satisfaction of
the training requirement. Using an alternative
method to satisfy the training requirement may
not be accepted for reciprocal registration by

all Member Boards.

If you are a U.S. or Canadian regis-
tered architect documenting your ex-
perience to satisfy the IDP experience
requirement for NCARB certification,
the Six-Month Rule does not apply

to you. This rule is only applicable to
interns documenting their experience
in order to fulfill the IDP experience
requirement for initial registration in
the United States.


http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Maintaining-Participation/Six-Month-Rule.aspx
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
http://www.eesa-naab.org/pages/deficiencies.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Intern-Development-Program-Overview.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Maintaining-Participation/e-EVR.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Maintaining-Participation/e-EVR.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
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STEP 4:

VERIFY YOUR REGISTRATION
AND EXAMINATION HISTORY
NCARB must receive a Certification of Reg-
istration and Examination History report from
the registration board where your exam history
is held, as well as from all state and provincial
boards where you hold an active registra-
tion. This form verifies that you have met the
NCARB examination and registration require-
ments for certification. NCARB will send this
form directly to the state or provincial board
unless the board requires a fee to complete
the form. If a fee is required, we will send the
form to you so that you can send it to the
board with the required fee.

STEP 5:

FINAL EVALUATION OF

YOUR NCARB RECORD AND
CERTIFICATION

After you complete the preceding steps, your
NCARB Record will go through a final evalu-
ation to ensure that all necessary information
has been provided and all remaining require-
ments have been met. If any information is
missing, you will need to send it to NCARB
before you are approved for an NCARB
Certificate. Once all the required information
has been received and verified, your NCARB
Certificate will be issued.

If you have any questions about
your NCARB Record, final evaluation,
or NCARB certification, please
contact Customer Service via e-mail
at customerservice@ncarb.org

or by telephone at 202/879-0520,
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Eastern Time. Letters may
be addressed to:

NCARB Customer Service

1801 K Street, NW, Suite 700K
Washington, DC 20006.

Currently all jurisdictions except

New York and Mississippi accept

an NCARB Certificate from a foreign-
educated architect for reciprocal
registration. However, registration
requirements including reciprocal
registration requirements may change.
It is always advisable to check with the
individual board to verify registration
and practice requirements.


http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-License/Registration-Board-Requirements.aspx
mailto:customerservice%40ncarb.org?subject=
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Educatiqn Evaluation Services
for Architects

This section provides an overview of the Education Evaluation
Services for Architects (EESA) and the EESA-NCARB Education

CONTENTS Evaluation process.
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EESA

The Education Evaluation Services for
Architects (EESA) is administered by NAAB.

It was established to assist applicants who do
not have a professional degree in architecture
from a NAAB- or CACB/CCCA-accredited
program who wish to apply for NCARB cer-
tification or for registration with an NCARB
Member Board. EESA evaluates the education
of architects licensed in a U.S. jurisdiction
applying for the Broadly Experienced Architect

(BEA) Program and foreign-educated appli-

cants for certification.

You'll find more details about EESA

at www.eesa-naab.org. Any questions
about the EESA application process,
required documents, and fees should
be directed to NAAB at eesa@naab.org
or 202/638-3372, or by writing:

EESA
National Architectural Accrediting
Board, Inc.

1735 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

THE EESA-NCARB

EDUCATION EVALUATION

EESA evaluates an applicant’s academic
transcript in comparison with the NCARB
Education Standard, an approximation of
the requirements of the professional degree
from a NAAB-accredited degree program.
The EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation
report states which areas of the NCARB
Education Standard have been met and
which areas (if any) are deficient.

If | have a Bachelor of
Architecture degree from a
foreign program and a Master
of Architecture degree from

a NAAB-accredited program
in the United States, will |

be required to get an EESA-
NCARB Education Evaluation?

No, if you have a professional degree
in architecture from a NAAB- or
CACB/CCCA-accredited program
you satisfy the education requirement
for NCARB certification and do not
need to have your foreign education
evaluated by EESA.

WHEN AN EESA-NCARB
EDUCATION EVALUATION
IS REQUIRED
You will need an EESA-NCARB Education
Evaluation if:
> you are a BEA applicant with at least
64 semester credit hours (or 96 quarter
credit hours) of post-secondary
education; or
> you have a professional degree in ar-
chitecture from a country other than
the United States or Canada, and your
degree meets the requirements for licen-
sure in that country.

You do not need an EESA-NCARB Education
Evaluation if:
> you are a BEA applicant with fewer than
64 semester credit hours (or 96 quarter
credit hours) of post-secondary
education; or
> you are seeking NCARB certification
through the Broadly Experienced Foreign
Architect (BEFA) Program, unless NCARB
has specifically requested an EESA-
NCARB Education Evaluation.



https://www.eesa-naab.org/
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
http://www.ncarb.org/BEA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
mailto:eesa%40naab.org?subject=
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The EESA Evaluation Process
EESA will compare your education to the six
subject areas described in the NCARB
Education Standard:

Semester Credit

Subject Area Hours Required

1. General Education 45 hours*
2. History and Theory,
Human Behavior, 16 hours
and Environment
3. Technical Systems 24 hours
4. Practice 9 hours
50 hours
6. Electives 16 hours
160 hours

*includes 3 hours in Communication Skills

To fulfill the NCARB Education Standard,

you need a total of 160 semester credit hours
or 240 quarter credit hours (one semester
credit hour equals 1.5 quarter credit hours).
The minimum semester credit hours in each
subject area total 141 semester credit hours.
You may take the additional 19 semester credit
hours in any one or more of the five subject
areas and/or in elective subjects. Acceptable
elective subject areas include architecture,
business administration, computer science,
engineering, interior design, law, public admin-
istration, and other courses that in the opinion
of NAAB are acceptable toward the elective
requirement. You'll find a detailed description
of the subject areas and the number of semes-

ter credit hours required in each subject area
in the NCARB Education Standard.

Your secondary education and continuing
education will not be evaluated by EESA, as it
is not eligible for satisfaction of the education
requirement for NCARB certification.

WAYS TO FULFILL YOUR
EDUCATION DEFICIENCIES

If an EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation
report states that an applicant has not met
the NCARB Education Standard because

of one or more deficiencies and you wish to
satisfy those deficiencies through additional
education, please refer to guidelines provided
by NAAB at www.eesa-naab.org/pages/defi-
ciencies.aspx. NAAB will provide pre-approval
of any proposed courses and determine if they
will satisfy deficiencies. Information is included
with the initial EESA-NCARB Education Evalu-
ation report. When the deficiencies have been
remedied, transcripts should be submitted

to NAAB for a supplementary EESA-NCARB
Education Evaluation. Updates to EESA-
NCARB Education Evaluations are provided
automatically online.



http://www.eesa-naab.org/pages/deficiencies.aspx
http://www.eesa-naab.org/pages/deficiencies.aspx
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APPLYING FOR THE EESA-NCARB
EDUCATION EVALUATION
You can apply for an EESA-NCARB Education

Evaluation online at www.eesa-naab.org/.

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION
OF AN EESA-NCARB EDUCATION
EVALUATION REPORT
Upon receipt of the EESA-NCARB Education
Evaluation report, an applicant may request
reconsideration of the evaluation results. When
making a request for reconsideration, the appli-
cant must be prepared to present evidence that
either of the following is true:
> The evaluation did not take into account
factual evidence cited in the applicant’s
record as it was submitted for the
evaluation, or
> The evaluating team failed to comply
substantially with established guidelines
in the NCARB Education Standard and
the departure significantly affected
the evaluation.

Reconsideration of an EESA-NCARB Educa-
tion Evaluation report may not be requested
to redress failure of the applicant to provide
information, including transcripts and course
descriptions, to EESA in a timely manner when
completing his/her application.

Filing a request for reconsideration automatical-

ly delays transmittal of the results of the EESA-
NCARB Education Evaluation to NCARB.

1. Initiating a Request for Reconsideration
of an EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation
report:

a. The reconsideration must be re-
quested by the applicant within 60
calendar days of receiving the EESA-

NCARB Education Evaluation report.

b. The request must be made in writ-
ing and sent to: NAAB Executive
Director; The National Architectural
Accrediting Board (NAAB); 1735 New
York Avenue, NW; Washington, DC
20006; USA.

c. The request must identify the factual
information not taken into account
by the evaluator, or evidence that
the evaluator failed to comply with
established guidelines and that any
such departure significantly affected
the results of the evaluation.

d. The request must be sent by certi-
fied mail, return receipt requested.

e. All days refer to regular calendar
days, excluding U.S. national holi-
days.

2. Sequence of Reconsideration of an EESA-

NCARB Education Evaluation report:

a. Upon receipt of a request for recon-
sideration of an EESA-NCARB Edu-
cation Evaluation report, the EESA
Manager shall review the applicant’s

Reconsiderations are conducted by a team
consisting of all EESA Evaluators.

request for reconsideration, the
original evaluation results, and the
applicant’s educational credentials
to determine whether the evaluation
warrants reconsideration. The man-
ager may reject a request for recon-
sideration if substantial evidence in
support of the request is lacking, or
if the applicant has failed to comply
with the request for reconsideration
guidelines stated herein.

Should the EESA Manager determine
that a request for reconsideration

is valid, the request—along with all
the applicant’s documents—will be
assigned to the original evaluator and
co-assigned to all other evaluators
for review. Upon completion of the
reconsideration evaluation, NAAB
will issue a response letter and up-
date the applicant’s credit summary
report, if necessary, with a copy to
NCARB.

If the EESA Manager grants the
request for reconsideration, there is
no additional fee to the applicant for
the reconsideration.

The result of the reconsideration
evaluation is final and may not be ap-
pealed further.


https://www.eesa-naab.org/

Education Guidelines

4O »

March 2012 > page 22

INTRODUCTION
CONTENTS

EDUCATION
OVERVIEW

SATISFYING
THE EDUCATION
REQUIREMENT

FOREIGN-
EDUCATED
APPLICANTS

THE NCARB
EDUCATION
STANDARD

RESOURCES

APPEAL OF A DENIAL OF A
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION
OF AN EESA-NCARB EDUCATION
EVALUATION REPORT

An applicant may appeal the response to a re-
quest for reconsideration only if the response
resulted in a denial of reconsideration. Such
appeals are made to the NCARB Committee
on Education. By entering an appeal process,
the applicant agrees to accept the ruling of the
NCARB Committee on Education as final.

Appeals may only be made on the
grounds that:
> The response to the request for reconsid-
eration was not supported by sufficient
factual evidence cited in the record; or
that
> The EESA evaluators’ review of the
request for reconsideration failed to
comply with established guidelines in
the NCARB Education Standard,
and the departure significantly
affected the response to the request
for reconsideration.

Failure of the applicant to provide information
to EESA or the EESA evaluators in a timely
manner does not provide a basis for requesting
an appeal.

Initiating an Appeal of a Denial of a Re-
quest for Reconsideration of an EESA-
NCARB Education Evaluation report:

a.

To initiate an appeal, the applicant
must send a written request to the
NCARB Committee on Education
within 60 calendar days of receiv-
ing official notice of the response to
the request for reconsideration. The
appeal must include a copy of the
specific response to the request for
reconsideration.

The appeal must be sent to the
NCARB Education Director; The
National Council of Architectural
Registration Boards (NCARB); 1801
K Street, NW, Suite 700K; Washing-
ton, DC 20006; USA.

The appeal must identify the incor-
rect or insufficient factual informa-
tion cited by EESA in support of the
response to the Denial of a Request
for Reconsideration of an EESA-
NCARB Education Evaluation report
or evidence of failure of the evalua-
tor team to comply with established
guidelines for evaluation and the
departure significantly affected the
response.

The appeal must be sent by certified
mail, return receipt requested.

e. All days refer to regular calendar
days, excluding U.S. national holi-
days.

f.  The filing of an appeal automatically
delays further processing of the ap-
plicant’s NCARB Record.

Appeal Sequence:
a. Upon receipt of an appeal, the
NCARB Education Director shall
review the appeal for compliance
with the appeal process and require-
ments and whether grounds for an
appeal exist.
b. If the appeal has merit, the appeal
shall be reviewed by the NCARB
Committee on Education at the
subsequent committee meeting; the
committee’s decision shall be com-
municated to the applicant within
30 calendar days of the committee
meeting.
c. The NCARB Committee on Educa-
tion may make one of two decisions:
i. Todenythe appeal and to let
the decision of the EESA Man-
ager stand, or

i. To grantthe appeal and remand
the application to EESA for a
reconsideration evaluation.

d. If the appeal is denied, the appeal
shall not be reviewed by the NCARB
Committee on Education and no fur-
ther consideration of appeals shall
be entertained.
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The Education Standard

The NCARB Education Standard is the approximation of the requirements of

a professional degree from a program accredited by the National Architectural
Accrediting Board (NAAB). It includes general studies, professional studies, and
electives, which together comprise a professional liberal education in architecture.

Following are detailed descriptions of the subject areas and categories and the
number of semester credit hours required.

1. General Education 25
2. History and Theory, Human Behavior, and Environment ......ccooccccoonue. 26
3. Technical Systems 27
4. Practice 29
5. Design 30
6. Elective Subjects 31
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Subject Area Semester Credit
and Category Hour Requirement"?
INTRODUCTION ‘ ‘ o .
1. General Education 45 hours The NCARB Education Standard is the approximation of the requirements
' of a professional degree from a NAAB-accredited degree program. It
. Comm‘f’?'cat'on Skills 3 hrs. min. includes general studies, professional studies, and electives, which together
ONTENT g“mat'lt'ﬁs agd Arts E;ﬁ comprise a professional liberal education in architecture.
o uantitative Kkeasoning
Natural Sci N/A . . L
Sjc?arIaSciZ:::ses N;A The NCARB Education Standard is the criteria for the EESA-NCARB Edu-
cation Evaluation (described on page 19 of the Education Guidelines). An
e ey . History and Theory, Human EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation is required for two types of applicants
OVERVIEW Behavior, and Environment 16 hours who are seeking to satisfy one of two alternates to the education require-
A. History and Theory 6 hrs. min. ment for NCARB certification:
B Mumen Belbevier 3 hrs. min. > Applicants who have a professional degree in architecture from a coun-
SATISFYING €. Bifremmemt 3 hrs. min. try other than the United States or Canada and whose degree meets
EE&EE%E’EE?N Technical Systems o heuiis the requirements for licensure in that country, and
: 4 > Applicants for the Broadly Experienced Architect (BEA) Program who
A. Structural Systems 6 hrs. min. have at least 64 semester credit hours (or 96 quarter credit hours) of
B. Environmental Control Systems 6 hrs. min. post-secondary education.
BEA C. Construction Materials and Assemblies 6 hrs. min.
Bh a3 S NS SR s UL 7 : The EESA-NCARB Education Evaluation process is described on page 20
Envelope / Enclosure Systems 3 hrs. min. . . . T
and the BEA Program is described on page ¢ of the Education Guidelines.
FOREIGN- . Practice 9 hours The education requirement for NCARB certification is described in the
EEES?:LEIDTS Project Process 2 hrs. max Handbook for Interns and Architects.
Project Economics 3 hrs. max.
. Business Management 3 hrs. max.
Laws and Regulations 3 hrs. min.
SESA Technical Documentation 3 hrs. max.
Ethics and Social Responsibility 3 hrs. max.
. Design 50 hours
THE NCARB
EDUCATION Level | 8 hrs. min. /12 hrs. If the total number of hours obtained in a subject area exceeds the total minimum required hours
STANDARD Level Il 8 hrs. min. /12 hrs. or maximum allowable hogrs for the categories in the subject areaq, the rema[n[ng.hours may be
: in any category of the subject area. For example, the 42 hours in General Education subject area
Level Il 8 hrs. min. /12 hrs. remaining after satisfaction of the three hour minimum required in the Communication Skills
Level IV 8 hrs. min. /12 hrs. category, may be in any or more of the other five categories of the General Education subject
BESOURCES Level V 8 hrs. min. /12 hrs. area; Humanities and Arts, Quantitative Reasoning, Natural Sciences, and/or Social Sciences.

6. Electives

16 hours3

TOTAL

160 HOURS

Hours in excess of the maximum allowable number of hours for any category may be used to
satisfy the Electives subject area.

The minimum number of hours in each subject area totals 144 hours. The additional 16 hours may
be in any one or more of the five subject areas and/or acceptable Electives.
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B. Humanities And Arts
Humanities and Arts are defined as the academic study of the
expressions and artifacts of human experience in word, image,
music, and gesture using methods that are primarily analytic,
critical, or speculative and that apply rational thought to construct
and assess opinions, ideas, and arguments.

The NCARB Education Standard, the individual subject areas and
categories of the NCARB Education Standard, and means to satisfy any
identified deficiencies are described below and on the following pages.
The following definitions have been developed to approximate the re-
quirements of a NAAB-accredited degree program in architecture.

A minimum of 160 semester credit hours (which is the equivalent of 240

EDUCATION quarter credit hours) of academic credit is required and is grouped into
OVERVIEW six subject areas: General Education; History and Theory, Human Behav-
ior, and Environment; Technical Systems; Practice; Design; and Electives.

Acceptable courses include philosophy, ancient and modern
languages, literature, law, history, philosophy, religion, visual, per-
forming and applied arts, and language courses other than English.

SATISFYING
THE EDUCATION

1. GENERAL EDUCATION C. Quantitative Reasoning

REQUIREMENT

FOREIGN-
EDUCATED
APPLICANTS

THE NCARB
EDUCATION

STANDARD

RESOURCES

A total of 45 semester credit hours are required, including a
minimum of three hours in Communication Skills, specifically in
English composition. The other 42 hours may be in one or more
of the other five categories:

A. Communication Skills
Communication Skills are defined as effective written and oral

communication using the conventions of standard English as
taught in the United States.

Acceptable courses include English composition, English gram-
mar, public speaking, media communication, community consensus
building, research methods, speech communication, business com-
munication, and introductions to research.

Courses in English literature are NOT acceptable in this category,
but they are acceptable in Humanities and Arts. Courses in English
as a foreign language are NOT acceptable in Communication Skills;
however, they may be acceptable in Humanities and Arts.

Quantitative Reasoning is defined as the study of quantitative
methods and rational, systematic steps based on sound mathemat-
ical procedures to arrive at a conclusion.

Acceptable courses include algebra, analytic and descriptive
geometry, trigonometry, calculus, logical reasoning, pre-calculus,
linear algebra, and statistics.

. Natural Sciences

Natural Science is defined as the study of the universe using a
naturalistic approach, which is understood as obeying rules or laws
of natural origin. The term Natural Science is also used to distin-
guish study in those fields that use the scientific method to study
science and nature.

Acceptable courses include astronomy, astrophysics, bacteriology,
biology, chemistry, earth science, physics, geology, zoology, micro-
biology, biochemistry, and botany.
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E. Social Sciences
Social Sciences is defined as the study of the fields of academic
scholarship that explore human society.

Acceptable courses include: anthropology, archaeology, econom-
ics, geography, history, linguistics, political science, gender studies,
racial/ethnic studies, geography, international studies, psychology,
and sociology.

Satisfying Deficiencies in General Education

Relevant courses may be taken at any university, college, or commu-
nity college that is accredited by one of the six regional accrediting
associations in the United States: Middle States Association of Colleg-
es and Schools, North Central Association of Colleges and Schools,
New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Northwest Com-
mission on Colleges and Universities, Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools, and Western Association of Schools and Colleges.
Information concerning regional accreditation is usually found in each
academic institution's catalog. It can also be obtained from the office
of the registrar of the institution.

If a U.S. regionally accredited academic institution grants credit in rel-
evant subjects on the basis of equivalency examinations administered
by the institution or by the College Entrance Examination Board's
Advance Placement Program, and if that credit is listed on an official
transcript issued by that institution, then that credit can be used to
satisfy the general education requirement.

The College Level Examination Program (CLEP) can be used to satisfy
the general education requirement. The score required varies from
subject to subject. Further information can be obtained from NAAB.
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2.HISTORY AND THEORY, HUMAN BEHAVIOR,

AND ENVIRONMENT
A total of at least 16 semester credit hours, with minimum require-
ments for each category as indicated:

> History and Theory (6)

> Human Behavior (3)

> Environment (3)

The remaining four (4) semester credit hours may be in any one or
more categories of the History and Theory, Human Behavior, and
Environment subject area.

A. History And Theory
History and Theory are defined as the study of the traditions of
architecture and the built environment, landscape architecture,
urban form, and construction by which diverse human needs,
values, and aspirations have been addressed in response to
cultural, climatic, ecological, technological, socioeconomic, and
public health constraints.

Acceptable topics include historical movements in architecture,
history of architecture, landscape architecture, and urban design,
history of building technology, and theory of architecture.

Courses in art history, cultural history, economic history, and
political history are NOT acceptable in this category, but they
are acceptable in General Education.


http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/clep/about.html
http://www.naab.org/
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B. Human Behavior
Human Behavior is defined as the study of the characteristics, na-
ture, and behavior of diverse individuals and groups that relate to
the physical and spatial environments in which they function, and
to the processes of environmental modification and change.

Acceptable topics include the study of ergonomics, human behav-

ior, post-occupancy studies, cultural diversity, social diversity, and
social response to the environment.

C. Environment
Environment is defined as the study of man-made conditions, ser-
vice infrastructure, and climatic, ecological, geographic,
and other natural characteristics of the site that influence the
setting for architecture and have an impact on the architectural
design process.

Acceptable topics include issues of sustainability, ecology, energy,
landscape architecture, site analysis, site planning, and urban
planning as they relate to the physical form, characteristics, and
structure of the environment.

Satisfying Deficiencies In History and Theory,

Human Behavior, and Environment

Only courses taken at schools of architecture with a professional
degree program accredited by NAAB or CACB/CCCA are
acceptable for satisfying deficiencies. A list of NAAB- and CACB/
CCCA-accredited programs can be found at www.naab.org/archi-
tecture programs/. Courses taken at institutions without NAAB- or
CACB/CCCA-accredited programs may be accepted if approved
by NAAB in advance. Courses taken at community or junior colleges
are acceptable for satisfying deficiencies in the General Education
subject area, the History and Theory category, the Human Behavior
category, and the Electives subject area only.
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If a U.S. regionally accredited academic institution grants credit in
relevant subjects on the basis of equivalency examinations adminis-
tered by the institution, and if that credit is listed on an official tran-
script issued by that institution, then that credit can be used to satisfy
these subject area requirements.

3. TECHNICAL SYSTEMS

A total of at least 24 semester credit hours, with minimum require-
ments for each category as indicated:
> Structural Systems (6)
> Environmental Control Systems (6)
> Construction Materials and Assemblies (6)
> Building Service Systems and Building Envelope/
Enclosure Systems (3)

The remaining three (3) hours may be in any one or more categories
of the Technical Systems subject area.

A. Structural Systems
Structural Systems are defined as the study of the basic
structural elements of buildings, their interaction as a support
system, the forces that act on and in buildings, and the principles,
theory, and appropriate applications of these systems.

Acceptable topics include analysis of structural systems,
construction, construction assemblies, determinate and indeter-
minate systems, equilibrium, forces and force systems, free body
diagrams, gravity, lateral forces, loads, mechanics of materials,
resolution of external forces, shear and bending moments, sizing of
structural members, stability, statics, strength of materials, stress
and strain, structural elements, structural systems in wood, steel
and concrete, and theory of structures.


www.naab.org/architecture_programs/
www.naab.org/architecture_programs/
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B. Environmental Control Systems
Environmental Control Systems are defined as the study of
building elements that pertain to the modification of the
microclimate for purposes of human use and comfort.

Acceptable topics include acoustics, air conditioning, building
core systems, energy, energy efficiency, energy transmission,
environmental systems, heating, lighting (natural and artificial),
solar energy utilization, and sustainability.

C. Construction Materials and Assemblies
Construction Materials and Assemblies are defined as the
study of the characteristics of building materials and how they
are used, made, and appropriately applied in a building project.

Acceptable topics include physical properties of building
materials, sustainable material selection, detailing, installation
characteristics of material assemblies, and associated assembly
cost for labor and materials.

D. Building Service Systems and Building
Envelope/Enclosure Systems
Building Service Systems and Building Envelope/Enclosure
Systems are defined as: Building Service Systems, the application
and performance of non-thermal mechanical, electrical, control,
communications, circulation, and signal systems and Building
Envelope/Enclosure Systems, the performance characteristics
of the building envelope/enclosure.
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Acceptable topics in Building Envelope/Enclosure Systems
include moisture transfer, durability, energy performance, and
material use and detailing. Acceptable topics in Building Service
Systems include plumbing, electrical, vertical transportation,
security, control, communication, and fire protection systems.

Satisfying Deficiencies in Technical Systems

Only courses taken at schools of architecture with a professional
degree program accredited by NAAB or CACB/CCCA are
acceptable for satisfying deficiencies. A list of NAAB- or CACB/
CCCA-accredited programs can be found at www.naab.org/archi-
tecture programs/. Courses taken at institutions without NAAB- or
CACB/CCCA-accredited programs may be accepted if approved
by NAAB in advance.

Courses taken at community or junior colleges are NOT acceptable
for satisfying deficiencies in technical systems.

If a U.S.-regionally accredited academic institution grants credit
in relevant subjects on the basis of equivalency examinations
administered by the institution, and if that credit is listed on an
official transcript issued by that institution, then that credit can
be used to satisfy these subject area requirements.


http://www.naab.org/architecture_programs/
http://www.naab.org/architecture_programs/
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4.PRACTICE
A total of at least nine (9) semester credit hours are required.
At least three (3) hours must be in:
> LLaws and Regulations

The other six (6) hours must be in the following categories
with no more than three (3) hours in any one category:

> Project Process

> Project Economics

> Business Management

> Technical Documentation

> Ethics and Social Responsibility

A. Project Process
Project Process is defined as the study of the entire range of activi-
ties involved in a typical architectural design project as it moves
from inception through completion of construction. These activi-
ties include not only those which the architect carries out, but also
those of other professionals.

Acceptable topics include bidding and negotiation, client relation-
ships, leadership and collaboration, construction documents, con-

tracts, design development, problem identification, project manage-

ment, programming, site analysis, building code and accessibility
analysis, and specifications.

B. Project Economics
Project Economics is defined as the study of the financial aspects
of building, including the economics of development.

Acceptable topics include building costs, cost and benefit analysis,
cost control, development costs, estimating, finance, life-cycle cost-

ing, site acquisition and development, and value engineering.
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C. Business Management

E.

Business Management is defined as the study of the concepts,
standards, and procedures related to different forms of organiza-
tion for architectural practice, including private and corporate
offices as well as public-sector organizations and agencies.

Acceptable topics include business management, financial man-
agement, risk management, office management, office organization,
customer service, legal agreements, negotiating legal agreements,
legal and licensure responsibilities, professional liability, and pro-
fessional rules of conduct.

. Laws and Regulations

Laws and Regulations are defined as the study of the body
of common law, legislation, and regulation in the United
States, including rules of professional conduct that affect
architectural practice.

Acceptable topics include barrier-free design, building codes, laws
affecting architectural practice, environmental regulation, life-safety
systems, professional liability, professional registration, profes-
sional rules of conduct, tax laws, and zoning regulations. Courses
in foreign law are NOT acceptable, but may be acceptable in the
Electives subject area.

Technical Documentation

Technical Documentation is defined as the study of the ability
to prepare technically clear and accurate drawings, outline
specifications, and models illustrating and identifying the
assembly of materials, systems, and components appropriate
for a building design.
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F. Ethics and Social Responsibility
Ethics and Social Responsibility are defined as the study of the
application of professional judgment and leadership on ethical
subjects regarding social, legal, political, and cultural issues in archi-
tectural design and practice. It includes the architect’s responsibil-
ity to work in the public interest, to respect historic assets, and to
improve the quality of life for local and global societies.

Satisfying Deficiencies in Practice

Only courses taken at schools of architecture with a professional
degree program accredited by NAAB or CACB/CCCA are acceptable
for satisfying deficiencies. A list of NAAB- and CACB/CCCA-accred-
ited programs can be found at www.naab.org/architecture programs/.
Courses taken at institutions without NAAB- or CACB/CCCA-accred-
ited programs may be accepted if approved by NAAB in advance.

Courses taken at community or junior colleges are NOT acceptable
for satisfying deficiencies in practice.

If a U.S.-regionally accredited academic institution grants credit in rel-
evant subjects on the basis of equivalency examinations administered
by the institution, and if that credit is listed on an official transcript
issued by that institution, then that credit can be used to satisfy these
subject area requirements.

. DESIGN

A total of at least 50 semester credit hours including at least one
Level V design studio sequence, with a minimum of eight (8) hours
and maximum of twelve (12) hours in each level:

> Level |

> Level Il

> Level Il

> Level IV

> Level V
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The remaining ten (10) hours may be in any one or more levels of
the Design subject area with no more than twelve (12) hours in any
one level.

Design is defined as the analysis, synthesis, use of judgment, and
development and communication tools and methods that architects
use to understand, assess, bring together, and express the ideas that
lead to a built project.

Design is divided into five levels. Each level requires competency in
the subordinate level(s).

A. Level I
Level | is defined as individual learning experiences within
two-dimensional and three-dimensional spatial contexts and
ordering systems; basic architectural and environmental design
principles, beginning user consciousness with a familiarity of
spatial analysis, natural and formal ordering systems, design
process methodology, and development of communication
skills using appropriate media; and design literacy.

B. Level II:
Level Il is defined as individual learning experiences with
emphasis on the environment, precedent, user-space study,
investigative skills, and further design skill development;
introduction of qualitative technical materials; a minimum
proficiency in the design and communication of simple
buildings with an introductory understanding of client need
assessment, site (including existing building) assessment,
construction and structural systems; and data analysis,
programming, site analysis, and design.


www.naab.org/architecture_programs/
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C. Level III:
Level lll is defined as individual and group learning experiences
with emphasis on simple and complex building case studies with
applied research and qualitative technical input; individual and
group projects; development of total building synthesis design
skills including building envelope/enclosure systems and as-
semblies; a general proficiency in the complete design of simple
buildings with a minimum ability to deal with complex buildings
and multi-building complexes; site analysis and design, principles
of sustainable design related to manmade and natural resources,
healthful environments, and reduced impact on the environment;
and visual representation of each stage of the programming and
design process including traditional and digital media.

D. Level IV:
Level IV is defined as individual or group learning that
emphasizes the synthesis of complex building and multi-building
complexes within the urban context; integration of technical

information; ability to create technical drawings and specifications;

general proficiency in the total synthesis of complex buildings
and related systems; structural, environmental, service, transpor-
tation, communication, life-safety, and accessibility systems; and
the social ramifications of planning and architecture. Studio learn-
ing at this level may integrate the use of digital media in design
decision-making. Level IV requires collaborative group projects
and requires mastery of Levels |, Il, and III.

E. Level V:
Level IV is defined as individual or group learning that emphasizes
comprehensive design and complex building design, planning,
and urban design. Level V work must indicate a mastery of data
collection, analysis, programming, planning, building design; an
understanding of the basic principles of structural design, building
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service system design, building envelope/enclosure systems, land-
scape design; facility in other related knowledge and skills; and a
full range of representational skills including traditional and digital
media. Level V requires collaborative group projects and requires
mastery of Levels |, II, ll, and IV.

Satisfying Deficiencies in Design

All levels must be satisfied in studio courses. Courses in graphic
communication, computer-assisted design, and digital design media
(e.g. building information modeling programs) may be used to fulfill
Levels [I-IV when they are clearly integrated with studio courses. If
such courses are taken on their own and without integration in a
specific studio, they will be allocated as electives. Completion of a
comprehensive studio in Level IV or Level V is required.

On-campus or off-campus design studios shall be taken at or through
any school of architecture with a professional degree program accred-
ited by NAAB or CACB/CCCA. Such studios must be administered
or monitored by the design faculty and must be taken for academic
credit. A list of NAAB- and CACB/ CCCA-accredited programs can
be found at www.naab.org/architecture programs/. Courses taken at
institutions without NAAB or CACB/CCCA-accredited programs may
be accepted if approved by NAAB in advance.

6. ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
The minimum number of semester credit hours in each subject
area total 144 hours. The additional 16 hours may be in any one or
more of the five subject areas and/or acceptable Electives.

Acceptable Electives include architecture, business administra-
tion, computer science, engineering, interior design, law, public
administration, and other subjects that in the opinion of NAAB are
acceptable toward Electives.


http://www.naab.org/architecture_programs/
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(NAAB) offer a number of programs and services for architects,

emerging professionals, and those serving the profession.
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Questions about your

NCARB Record, NCARB
Certification, the BEA Program,

or the BEFA Program?

Contact Customer Service via e-mail at
customerservice@ncarb.org or by telephone
at 202/879-0520, Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Eastern Time. Letters
may be addressed to:

NCARB Customer Service
1801 K Street, NW

Suite 700K

Washington, DC 20006.

Questions About EESA?
You'll find more details about EESA at www.

eesa-naab.org. Any questions about the EESA-

NCARB Education Evaluation application

process, required documents, and fees, should

be directed to NAAB at eesa@naab.org or
202/638-3372, or by writing:

EESA

National Architectural Accrediting Board, Inc.
1735 New York Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20006

Additional Resources

NCARB
www.ncarb.org

> Intern Development Program
> Architect Registration Examination

> Registration Board Licensing
Requirements

> Certification

> Reciprocity

> Broadly Experienced
Architect Program

> Broadly Experienced
Foreign Architect Program

* Dossier submission dates
> Webcasts
> Podcasts

NCARB Publications

Handbook for Interns and Architects
IDP Guidelines

ARE Guidelines

Mobile You

Direct Connection

NAAB

www.naab.org/about/

NAAB Accredited Architectural Program:
http://www.naab.org/architecture programs/
EESA: http://www.eesa-naab.org/about/

CACB/CCCA

www.cacb-ccca.ca

ACSA

WwWWww.acsa-a I’Ch.OF,Q



mailto:customerservice%40ncarb.org?subject=
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
https://www.eesa-naab.org/
mailto:eesa%40naab.org?subject=
http://www.ncarb.org
http://www.ncarb.org/Experience-Through-Internships/Intern-Development-Program-Overview.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/ARE.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-License/Registration-Board-Requirements.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Getting-an-Initial-License/Registration-Board-Requirements.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Certification-and-Reciprocity/Certification-Overview.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Certification-and-Reciprocity/Reciprocity-Overview.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/bea
http://www.ncarb.org/bea
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org/BEFA
http://www.ncarb.org/Certification-and-Reciprocity/Alternate-Paths-to-Certification/Broadly-Experienced-Foreign-Architect-Program/Experience-Dossier.aspx
http://www.ncarb.org/Publications/List.aspx?t=Webcasts
http://www.ncarb.org/Publications/List.aspx?t=Podcasts
www.naab.org/about/
http://www.naab.org/architecture_programs/
http://www.eesa-naab.org/about/
http://www.cacb-ccca.ca
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Special-Paper/handbook.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Guidelines/IDP_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Guidelines/ARE_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/Publications/~/media/Files/PDF/Brochure/Mobility_Brochure.pdf
http://www.ncarb.org/Publications/List.aspx?t=Direct-Connection
http://www.acsa-arch.org

	March 2012 NCARB Education Guidelines
	Introduction
	Contents
	Education Overview
	Satisfying the Education Requirement
	BEA
	Foreign Educated Applicants
	EESA
	The NCARB Education Standard
	Resources


	Button 137: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 138: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 139: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 170: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 171: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 1028: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 172: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 173: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 174: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 155: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 156: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 1022: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 175: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 176: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 177: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 157: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 158: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 1023: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 178: 
	Page 4: 

	Button 179: 
	Page 4: 

	Button 180: 
	Page 4: 

	Button 159: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 

	Button 160: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 

	Button 1024: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 

	Button 181: 
	Page 9: 

	Button 182: 
	Page 9: 

	Button 183: 
	Page 9: 

	Button 161: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 11: 

	Button 162: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 11: 

	Button 1025: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 11: 

	Button 184: 
	Page 13: 

	Button 185: 
	Page 13: 

	Button 186: 
	Page 13: 

	Button 163: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 164: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 1026: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 167: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 168: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 169: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 140: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 141: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 142: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 143: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 144: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 1017: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 3: 

	Button 1018: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 187: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 188: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 189: 
	Page 1: 

	Button 165: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 166: 
	Page 2: 

	Button 1027: 
	Page 2: 



