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In FY19, Board discussions unveiled a resolution from 2000 that dictated an NCARB position on an issue/policy 
that, in 2020, no longer aligned with current practice or philosophy. Evaluation of the resolution was assigned to 
a task force for review and discussion, but led the Board to question the status of other resolutions that dictated 
official NCARB policy or position. Policies or positions implemented by membership vote remain active unless 
the membership takes a follow-up action to sunset it, provides a deadline, or includes information granting 
authority of future adjustments to another party in the resolution. NCARB staff began a research project to 
evaluate the status of all historical NCARB resolutions, and the Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) has been asked 
to make recommendations to the NCARB Board of Directors on whether the resolutions should remain NCARB 
policy or sunset.

Examination Policies: 1966-2002
Today, the NCARB Bylaws specifically give the NCARB Board of Directors authority to issue rules and policies 
respecting the development, administration, and grading of examination, which includes setting fees, dates exams may 
be administered, safeguards to prevent improper disclosure of information respecting the exams, and other matters. 

Prior to the computerized exam, examination policies were regularly implemented via resolution because 
the exam was administered by each jurisdiction. In preparation for the change from paper-and-pencil to a 
computerized exam, the Member Boards passed Resolution 1996-12 that was intended to rescind previous 
policies and replaced them with new policies. The later passage of Resolution 2002-14 to rescind a specific policy, 
as well as the development of an index of active resolutions in 2002, has caused uncertainty as to the effect of 
the 1996 resolution. 

To provide clear direction going forward, the Policy Advisory Committee recommends a new resolution be 
passed so that it is clear that all active policies governing the exam are located in ARE Guidelines, Certification 
Guidelines, and/or other Board policies. 

Appendix B includes all the resolutions included in the 2002 index of active of resolution:

a 

RESOLUTIONS 

1966-2002 

Ill. EXAMINATION FOR REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATION
RESOLUTION NO. 69-8 
Continuation of Studies Toward the Devdopment of a New Examination 
RESOLVED, That this convention give its approval to the direction of the studies this past year that reviewed the 
process of education, internship, examinations, and practice for the architect and commends the NCARB 
Directors to continue these studies and report to next year's convention the progress; and 

RESOLVED, That this report shall include a defini­tive study by a top level committee of NCARB, the 
members of Member Boards, and other professionals both in education and practice, toward development of a 
new NCARB examination and procedure for its use. 

AAppppeennddiixx  BB::  NNCCAARRBB  EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  PPoolliiccyy  SSuunnsseett::  11996666--22000022

In FY19, Board discussions unveiled a resolution from 2000 that dictated an NCARB position on an issue/
policy that, in 2020, no longer aligned with current practice or philosophy. Evaluation of the resolution 
was assigned to a task force for review and discussion, but led the Board to question the status of other 
resolutions that dictated official NCARB policy or position. Policies or positions implemented by 
membership vote remain active unless the membership takes a follow-up action to sunset it, provides a 
deadline, or includes information granting authority of future adjustments to another party in the 
resolution. NCARB staff began a research project to evaluate the status of all historical NCARB 
resolutions, and the Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) has been asked to make recommendations to the 
NCARB Board of Directors on whether the resolutions should remain NCARB policy or sunset.

EExxaammiinnaattiioonn  PPoolliicciieess::  11996666--22000022
Today, the NCARB Bylaws specifically give the NCARB Board of Directors authority to issue rules and 
policies respecting the development, administration, and grading of examination, which includes setting 
fees, dates exams may be administered, safeguards to prevent improper disclosure of information 
respecting the exams, and other matters. 

Prior to the computerized exam, examination policies were regularly implemented via resolution 
because the exam was administered by each jurisdiction. In preparation for the change from paper-and-
pencil to a computerized exam, the Member Boards passed Resolution 1996-12 that was intended to 
rescind previous policies and replaced them with new policies. The later passage of Resolution 2002-14 
to rescind a specific policy, as well as the development of an index of active resolutions in 2002, has 
caused uncertainty as to the effect of the 1996 resolution. 

To provide clear direction going forward, the Policy Advisory Committee recommends a new resolution 
be passed so that it is clear that all active policies governing the exam are located in ARE Guidelines , 
Certification Guidelines , and/or other Board policies. 

Appendix B includes all the resolutions included in the 2002 index of active of resolution:

Appendix B: NCARB Examination Policy Sunset: 1966-2002



70|     |

Appendix B: NCARB Examination Policy Sunset: 1966-2002

1 
RFSOLUTION NO. 70-6 
Acceptanc:c of Examination Grades 
Between Member Boards 
WHEREAS, The principal purpose of the NCARB is to 
facilitate reciprocity between the states; and 

WHEREAS, Many candidates fur examination move 
or are transferred from the state of their original exami­
nation before its completion; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Member Boards agree to 
accept grad.es earned by their candidates in other states 
and allow these candidates to complete the examination 
in the state of their new location according to the laws 
and rules and regulations of that state. 

RFSOLUTION NO. 71-4 
Eligibility Cut-Off Date for Council 
Oral Examinadon 
WHEREAS, At the 1970 Annual Meeting certain 
changes were incorporated into the Council documents 
and procedures relative to the "senior" method of Council 
certification, one very important subject was inadvertently 
omitted; and 

WHEREAS, The requirements for passage of the 
written examination fur initial registration is uniform 
within the several states, the avenue of awarding regis­
tration and certification via the exemption, grandfather 
or senior method is no longer germane to the best inter­
ests of the state registration boards and the National 
Council. Therefore, it is desirable that a date be estab­
lished after which no credits would be allowed for expc;:­
rience for admission to the Council Oral Examination 
for certification via the "senior" procedure; now, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the date for the matter discussed 
above be established as, and become effective on, 
December 31, 1971. All applicants for certification who 
have not passed a written examination will be required 
to do so unless they have completed all currently estab­
lished criteria for "senior" certification to December 31, 
1971. Individual architects who have met the "senior" 
requirements prior to the above-noted date will be eligi­
ble for certification via the Council Oral Examination. 

RESOLUTION NO. 71-6 
Phasing Out of Seven-Part Erarnio!lltion and 
Implementation of New Professional Examination 
WHEREAS, The purpose of registration is health, 
safety, and public welfare; and 

WHEREAS, Public welfare demands a workable and 
satisfactorily built environment; and 

WHEREAS, Competent architects are needed to 
meet this goal; and 

RESOLUTIONS 

1966-2002 

WHEREAS, Registration is a professional compe­
tence identifying process; and 

WHEREAS, This process measured educational, 
training, and examination evidence; and 

WHEREAS, This evidence must be related to the 
wisdom and knowledge of the time, now, therefore, 
be it 

RE.sOL VED, That the recommendations of the 
Examination Development Committee for revising the 
registration process, as detailed below, be accepted: 
1. Purpose: To phase out the present 36-hour, seven­

part examination for architectural license candidates.
To implement, as soon as practicable, the new Pro­
fessional Examination for candidates holding 
NAAB-accredited professional architectural degrees
and a Qualifying Examination for candidates with­
out NAAB-accredited degrees and/or with combina­
tions of educ.ation and experience in accordance with
NCARB equivalencies.

2. Prerequisites for New Professional Examinations:
A professional architectural degree from an NAAB­
accredited school to be required for entrance to the
new Professional Examination beginning in June
1973 or a passing grade in the Qualifying Examina­
tion to be first offered in December 1972.

For the holders of a master's degree in architec­
ture, one year's acceptable experience in the field. to
be required.

For the holders of a bachdor of architecture
degree, the first professional degree, two (2) years
acceptable experience in the field to be required.

3. Presentation: A complete examination process will
be presented to the 1972 national convention.

RESOLUTION NO. 71-16 
Additional Registration and/or Certification 
Requirements 
WHEREAS, Certification by NCARB is the desirable 
vehicle for professional mobility throughout the United 
States, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That if any jurisdiction desires addition­
al requirements for registration and/or certification, and 
for continued registration and/or certification beyond 
those currently required by the NCARB, those additional 
requirements be submitted to the NCARB Board for con­
sideration and appropriate action and where legally possi­
ble the action of the Ne.ARB be adopted by the various 
jurisdictions. 
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